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WHAT IS THE PUBLIC LAND  
ASSESSMENT TOOL (PLA)? 
A consolidated map of public parcels and 
other relevant features within a 1/2 mile of 
the Chicago River system (all 156 miles, not 
just within the City of Chicago). 

A catalogue of publicly-owned, vacant, and 
other open space parcels with potential to 
expand habitat and other beneficial green 
ǎǇŀŎŜ ƻƴ ƻǊ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŜŘƎŜΦ  

A search and query tool that filters layers to 
help focus advocacy efforts to the most 
promising projects. 
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WHY WAS THE PLA TOOL CREATED? 
To assess public land that can be protected 
or enhanced to improve water quality, 
expand public access, and improve habitat.  
 
The assessment was created to provide: 
 
1. A comprehensive assessment of river-

edge, publicly owned land in the region 
with the potential to expand wildlife 
habitat. 

2. Support for a continuous river-edge trail 
framework that includes expanding 
wildlife corridors as a core goal. 


